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I THE INSULAR WORLD OF CALIFORNIA CULT WINES,
STATUS IS THE POINT AND PRICE IS NO DBJECT

BY JORDAN MACKAY | PHOTOGRAPHY HY DAYID WALDORF

Ir is difficulr o keep my cves from ||'.-.|.i|'I|:_-'_ on e nEssve,
diamonid-srdded ring on Carmen Policy's hnger, Moing in the
ving room of his Tuwscan-sivle villa in Mapa Valley's Youniville, we
char in the light reflected off a sea of hri._'_|||-|'_r-;-|=|1 vines maiside. [na
fewe months, Policy and his wite, Gail, will debur a weine calbed Casa
Mena. The Swper Bowl fing may have been a hard-won vrophy bor
thes bormer president of the San Francmoo 4% bt he underseands
thar Napa s playing field is jusr as daunting it your hope is m produoce
thar rare figure of success: the pext culr wine. "We have high hopes
bor our first relese,” |':l|i._l. v Bur alter you ve put thi priices
together, you cin anly pray that things line up in yoor fvor

W hen things do line up, rhough the success can be umerly

overwhelming, The warld of these often rich, hedonistic cult wines

THE PROPHETS: A phale iMustration
comiines the winomaking team at Ovid
i Bapa Valley's Pribchand Rill [peering

is one where demand ._..:.-_FI._L._I-. engulls x'.||l|-|'-. When 1 new
discovery I coronated—albwayvs heralded by a '-||.|||r-.F'-||-.':i-. o] 1
trom wine critic Hobert Farker—it can arouse the kind of lervor it § cement wine lank]. aud the
- i :

VK ally reserved kor a Gos ":"I" M) ora F-i'”ll'l:_; SN0NECS CONCoeTt wriling on The wall ol |hewr winery
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Consider the case of Scarecrow, Mapa's hotoest new brand,
whaose first Vintages debured in 2006, Scarecrow was |aunched by
Brer Lopez, 3 :1'!||II||::I.|;=|:-." from Los Angeles who inhericed one
ol the re AT S 1T bal ke viney qrcds Frowm b lage 1;.':|||-.|I:|||'.._'r.
1 former producer st MGM (with the Wizand of Clz amang his
credirs—hence the namel. In 2003, his freshman year in the
vallew, | OpCE ¢ reated Scarecrow, Ihl'l.lll!'l':l on v word of mourh, the
entire 480-case irst vintage sold our in dx months—a wonderful
success story, Bat then came the moming of December 23,

“At fve in the moming, rthe phone starred o0 ring.” svs
Lopez. “Ar first we didn't answer. Bur, fearing an emergency, Mimi
| DheBilasio, his ;urlll:'r: ju—tl.u:‘l L T Euy on the arther end was
trom Mew York and snd. ‘| assumed you'd be awake because of the
sorre. W hat score? He said we got a 98 and then asked o order
some wine. Atrer rhar, the phone was just ringing and ringing and
ringing until we mirned it off. | wenr down and checked the email,
and meskages st stacte d I:i.:]|:|1:.; the wmeen,

|-:-|‘|.1:|'. VOU CANT CVen get the wine., Theres a list oob 000N
people who are simply in line o ger on the actual mailing lis
it y_i'--c- thicm the 1l|.'||.hlrlulli|l to buvy o few botles lor 5173
apicce. And not a single soul on the list will turn the offer down.
Rob Renterrn, wine dircetor of the Martini House, 4 high-cod
restadrant in Mapa Vallev's 5t Helena, bought his entire three
bouwle allocation, The day he received it he put Scarecrow on his
wine lisz it an .J;l:ilrJr:.' price af 3638, Two bovtles sold chat vers
night. In March of this vear, the entire 2005 vintape sold out in a
miatter ol hours, Lopez and DeBlasio, who retain a humblencss and
charm born ol their bohemian Los Angeles duvs, were complewely
unprepared. "% been bevond even our wildest imaginations,”
Lopez says. throwing up his hands.

Cule wine Tervor hit it stride 6 the mid-"90s with several
upstares from (mostly) Mapa Valley that boasted very high scores
and prices. Wines like Screaming Eagle, Harlan Esvare, Araujo,

';..UII_I'!I L :-\.'Iiull.'\- .I!Il\.:I “Il..lll| I il :ILI!'..“II!I II IIJ'«I.'\iIh.I.'tl-.'I LAnc II.'Li.'|'.I.E"\|

INSIDE THE EULT COBPOUND From lef
Tha vineyards ot Ovid; 5 prized hadtia
gaiharing colwehs: (he bare and a stack
ol pmply crabes a1 Scarecrow: snd the
comani wing benks al Dved

almost literally, since most cenophiles will never @se themy,
blazed che way, These are wines made in such small guanriries char
rllm'iill!'_ bostnles For sale is Fur more difficuln cham s Py g TEHECT T
the cash o buy them, Sales are made onlv oo restaurans or ans
on the wineres private mailing lists, crearing exclusiviry, Bostle
prices rend o be in the 3100-5200 range upan release (rhough
Harlan now ferches $400, and "||'h'.||'|':i|||_'_ F:l!'.lr- the culriest of the
cules, recem |y unveiled s 2005 vintage at 873

Even s prices hike rhar, consumers will do almost anyching
o get the wines, Lopez admirs he gers hit up all che rime. "My
denrist—while he was purting 2 cap on my worth—mentioned
the b never got any of the 2004, he SIVE |-|-.|.-£'_|'|i|1‘|_r. Ann -:'-||_:ir|
ot .4'-|!;:n. Cellars was once obfered 2 BMerc nl:"\. SUY bor o case of
her wine, She turmed it down, There was even a man with whom
Scarecrow’s DeBilasio entered inm correspondence, a guy whao
claimed o be the commander of the Navy SEALs in the Middle
East. He sand he wanted m |1'.:|:.' soime wing  hor the boys. DeBlasio
inviced him o vise Scarecrowr of he ever found himself in che
valley, “He came right over,” she says. *Very quick 1o ger here from
".!'é,'_||4||i:1J!|. He was unmasked as an ImPpostor and sent gaway.

You can alw juse gee the wine the old-fushioned way—when
moncy s no ohpect, that . At the muost recent apa Valley Wine
\uction, six magnums of 1992 Screaming Eagle went for halt a
millien dollaes, while 10 I e s ol Harlan vintages brom 155
20 wert For 5340000 (both incleded 2 dinnerd.

Scarcity is somctbilng that dilves the Fervor, savs vitheulturalis
vnnie Favia, But it's obven rational, " These wines are scarce because
these are projects built on winning combinations. You stary wich
1 great vineyard site. Then vou have a grem person to develop and
farm the vincs. Then vou have an incredibly intuitive winemaker
whio warks |-..|;|:. well with the vinevard s pers :

Favia understands these rdationships well. She's  the
viticubiuralist amd [roject manager for Soreaming |...|.;-'1|n.'- and her

|'|'.|\‘.|.||:-.|. "'l.'.'ull. ik L..'H:III. 14 I|||.' w.l:-.'||1.||-.|.'|. "|I.I|I||.!; |..||r|||:h '|'.-|1:'|




palishied résumis, both have also worked on (or are comrent ly inved ved
Nl -\.l_"..':'|. ||::'|.'I i i:'l-;:'—.l WiNncs |:|.L|'_||;||.| '||_'|.' WM BraLndg., | L
%5 wi rasie the Favia wines, as well as a 2005 Scarecrow, onc nigh
over piEza in wan Francisoo (nhesse by Mg VEry unpretentious celebrin
WA THE |1':,'='-;:-r-.| It 15 ER5Y [ SETIEE W I'l iE SETS WITES LKL these .||'~.:.'r

First is5 extore. The Scarecrow has Inique, p bovwrr=snikt
roundness and satiny smoothness, Is tannins have beet e 15 T
rer the hneness of a river stone,. Yet the Havor is massive—big
nd mouth-hlling, with casais, blackberry, violeos, minerals and
chincnilaie i pushes deep oneo che back of the roneue, where i
i |'|.|i'|-\._ A )] |'-E:'I FEUF IMIATIENES TR IE ‘I-.-llur- 5 \||||| VIS T
think thar a wine this plush and concenrrared could be, at y b
same time, g0 soft and gentle, IF 2 winemaker can hnd 2 holy grail
such as this, Roberr Farker will surely smile upon i

Who knows whether newoomer Owvid, whiose A wine was
juse released, will achieve thar | havent msted b Bar | did visic
the winery, where | discovered that (hvid stands o become the

AP T of cult wine I! .'.|r.'.'.|:'.'rn|' I'\l'uln'.' ol .\"u

|'-'-_'.'.||!' 1 maxed
out mailing list—and a lengthy waiing list w0 per on thar lis
Chvid resides in Napa's equivalem of a culi-wine gated communin
Privchiard Hill, where greats like edginn, Bryane Family aned [hawicd
Arthur, among others, grow thar grapes, Cvad s production crow
it an all-zrar team Fesour ng the atorementioned Erickson (as
winemaker) and David Abreu (vinevard suru w the stam). Globe
vrogting French consulean: Michel Rolland is the icing on the
cake. Even managing pariner Janct Pagano is a trained ocnologist
with an impressive résumé. Ovid’s winery s a spectacular piece of
minimalist design with the gamu of modern conveniences (and
soinie less modern—like throwback conerete fermenies, rarcly seen
in California. that the ream had admired in the ecllars of many of
E:I'I l\.:g'.|| L ":ll'l.ll LTSS N L,

DOhvid s Brared (o succeed, alrdght, and the tension of g
cxpecrations is pabpable. " The most important thing is to remembier
that it’s all abour the wine—and not oo belbeve vour mwn hs |-|.'.- w1VS
Pagano, Which must be difficuly, considering thar laccly, she rells
mee, shie spends all of her time dealing with wast-listed customerns
concerned about their mnking and wanting w know when they
|I|I!;|:I have the chance ro shell our 175 et Bortie, the wine s opening
price While some cult winerles almost revel In being imperious,
i seems downir :'I'!l saddened char nor « FETY ITHETES] o corsumet
will ger some wine, Bur if chey did, ic wouldn't be a culk

'1'||'I|:: N3l & ||'|' |l..r.|'-\.|'-\.—-'-- FET a 'H.!| ol B PETTINg On 3 I &1, 3
b 'II-.I.|.| consumer must wor before the wine breals our, As s the
case with Uwid, o wait for the wine's hirst soones §% o be oo bt
I you want o join a culs, its imperative (o bnd owt {perhaps from
internes wine forums) noc just which are the hor wineries, bur whao
r|'|_ FiECK-STATF Wil ':"'.l'-.\,|-\. 1 |'r|;|'. .!-.- FH I.'-|'..I,_i. _;'..I |.|'|.‘|
out whar other projeces they re working on, [The best winemakers
abways hove several projects going at once) For instance, take
{ armen Palicy, As an 1spining emal producer, b nararally hired
| |'|-|;'- FOUNE winem 1ker, a fellow named Thomas Browm, o creaie
L a Fiena. ( Irs Lk |-|.!.||:|_'_ 1 ooach,” he gaid. "You choose a BV,

indd then vou hope. | A kew seconds of Gioogling reveals that Broamn

“hrader, lamber

i5 lised as winemaker on the websites of Charpos
'-::-_' 5 "-.I IVOEC A I I ¥ (FET 15 IH- 1% TS 1'.r. T | Y [N rECing

1 s TR TR

tormm, and decide if one of these is a pood horwe o
already oo lae). And vou mighe just Bod youmell with wome very
delicious, probably expensive, rare wine that no one else own bt

that evervbody wante, 3

30 CULTS TO COVET

THE ENSHRINED { _
{. Sereaming Eagle The highest Hier—nuf said
2, Harlan Eirare The pic wine, bur foscver Mo

£, Sime iﬁ.l'm: N The only non wa [Eroim san

1 snapee el {5 o rich Svrah and artsy labels

+. H":F-I'-”” f'f.rﬁ”',lf:' I LE WS TIOm 1T0E NSy wWiay'c.
MOT 0 TV, W I=|' WTHET |--' L% |'|- A bt ar thie b
§. Codgin Former hne-art specialist Ann

rransitioned oo hne wine on Prochared Hill

&, A Tﬂﬂ'll:-ﬂ Ertate From Ulalistoea: now hendymamis

| j!l'q-'ﬂ Wine frosm 'I-.

B -
Msdfr

:!.'. .'l'fH'FI'J'II.H:" SOOI L Cxast 1Tireog ..r'.| L I: ITCHIEN LAY

trom star winemaker Helen Turls

9. Dalla Valle Maya X

I hfr.l'.l‘ﬁﬂm‘.l' Select A 20y

THE ARRIVISTES Slowr CF
1. Quifredla Creek Washingon

but it has soldiered o the op with comsistent ex
2. Ko

ot the hrst cult Minot

3. Williams Selyem Rochi

has been elghe there since the beginning

¥. Anbert Turkey dise ||'-|.' made his namc with (
5 Pride 11 gh on Spring Mountain, star winer
Bob Foley carmed fame with mussive wines

&. Kistfer These Intense

s and Chardonna

T Hundred Acre Youne inancier Javson Wood bi i

8. Scarecrow The new phenomi. Some of the oldest vines

I "-q'.||-.| Wi |. dify | IETes e :.||.'
8. Sehrader Atver his spd i wich Ann Colgin, |
vime hus done al

12, Sfoan The rher-poi ne specialist Fron

THE HEW WAVE 17

1. Farirdad Sran Conply Ericksan and Favia mav o
Sierra Mevada toochill

2. Chweid Jusr recently wnvei

s the

b Mayback 1Th

e caned 2 I wrlth Thoamna

4. Levy & MeClellan The

il Harlan amd Sloan releas

5. Fapo Mew alk

\abert and David Abren

i, “"‘”"“:”._l’.' Harer Hovwel | Mouncaim vinevard
aers the Uhwid ream (Erclesen, Abrew, Bodland)

i .H‘if!_p-r Vientune cag

LU I T T T
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rarners cxcellent revicw

eod Schraders

the Santd Ut Mountains

1, Tor Kemward Tor. o 3 year ver from Berineer, retired
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